THE INDIAN EMPIRE                               67

Mustagh highlands by the memorable expedition of Mr.
W. M. Con way, who in 1892 explored some of the
highest crests, passes, and glaciers of this alpine region,
crossing the greatest glacier pass that exists anywhere in
the temperate zone, and reaching the greatest height
till then attained by any one on the surface of the globe.
Starting from Srinagar, capital of Kashmir, on 15th April,
Mr. Conway first followed the new Gilgit road over the
Tragbal and Burzil passes, across the main Himalayan
range down to the Indus, which river was crossed at
Bunji, and then skirted along its right bank to the
Gilgit valley. This valley is taken as a typical example
of the action of mud avalanches, whose influence in
modifying the surface of the land Mr. Conway thinks
has not yet received due attention by geologists and
geographers. The lower parts are buried beneath ac-
cumulated masses of ddbris, round and angular stones
embedded in mud to depths of probably from 500 to
1000 feet and more, the Gilgit river flowing in a gorge
or canon, which has not been so much cut through as
built up by these accumulations. " If the valley were
filled up in this fashion to a depth of 2000 or 3000
feet, it would resemble the Pamirs, and all the deeply
filled valleys which are characteristic of the Central
Asian plateau from the middle of Tibet on the east to
the upper region of the Oxus on the west. Mud
avalanches, I maintain, have done all this work of fill-
ing up the valleys, and done it too with great rapidity "
(Geographical Journal, Oct. 1893, p. 291).

After surveying the wooded Bagrot valley sloping
southwards from the Ealdpushi heights, the party struck
north into the rock-bounded Hunza-Nagyr valley, whose
turbulent chiefs were brought under direct British con-
trol in December 1891. The little Hunza and Nagyi
principalities, described in Mr. E. F. Knight's Where